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Hello Readers:

It is Springtime in Buffalo and there is much to look
forward to as we transition through the season. Spring is
often viewed as a symbol of change and can bring with it a
sense of renewal to individuals and communities. We at
BURA embrace this mindset year-round, but with the
change of season comes new construction, collaboration
opportunities, and more.

BURA continues to join forces with some of the best
agencies in our community, advocating, working together

to promote services to those who need them most. We strive to connect with our
neighbors, face to face, on the web, in their cars, and through the mail. The goal is to assure
residents that they have a partner in BURA and that we will work to build our community
together.



So, I'll end this message with a quote from Mehmet Murat Ildan - "Spring is the best life
coach: It gives you all the energy you want, and all the positive thoughts you wish, and all
the boldness you need!"

Be bold and rebuild this Spring! I thank all the contributors who have helped with this
edition. If you have an idea you would like for us to explore, please email your comments to
buranews@buffalony.gov.

Thank you all and enjoy.

-Dana R. Harris

City of Buffalo Annual Action Plan
Fiscal Year 2021

The City of Buffalo is currently preparing its
Annual Action Plan for Fiscal Year (FY) 2021.
The City will conduct virtual public hearings
to discuss the City’s anticipated FY 2021
allocations and use of funds for the following
federal programs: Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG); HOME Investment
Partnerships (HOME); Emergency Solutions
Grant (ESG); and Housing Opportunities for

Persons with AIDS (HOPWA). 

Click here to learn more and find out how you can join the Virtual Hearing/Community
Roundtable on Thursday, April 29 at 6:00 p.m.

RECENT UPDATES:

BURA IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

http://www.buffalony.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8658/2021-Public-Hearings-Public-Notice-in-English-Spanish-and-Arabic


BURA takes STAND UP to the West Side!

This month, the City of Buffalo and BURA team headed to the West Side, promoting the
STAND UP Buffalo Initiative - a series of direct assistance grants and programs that will help
alleviate the impacts of the Coronavirus Pandemic. A special thank you to our community
partner, CEO Works, for joining forces with our team members in going door to door to
assist area businesses and residents!

"Program Bundle"



Eviction Prevention Foreclosure Prevention Rental & Owner Housing
Rehab

Fair Housing Microenterprise
Assistance

Thank you for
sharing with

your community!

Lead Paint Hazard Removal Available

The City of Buffalo & BURA has received funding to make Schiller Park & the Upper West
Side rental & owner-occupied properties lead-safe. To qualify, the property must have been
built before 1978, tenants must be income-eligible, and have a child under the age of six
living in the property. A special thank you to our community partners, Belmont Housing,
Heart of the City Neighborhoods, Inc., and the Matt Urban Center for helping make our
community safer! Check out the maps below to see if your home qualifies.

SCHILLER PARK UPPER WEST SIDE

https://files.constantcontact.com/ec712d93601/fa71494b-5fff-45ae-8264-0667f6ef6c23.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ec712d93601/497905d4-a4ef-467a-9229-78a9d3082372.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ec712d93601/32b17014-cb28-4487-98b6-cb3effc65290.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ec712d93601/16499b5a-be25-4169-b5ba-f115f5f9a2bd.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ec712d93601/6205c9b4-da6b-4ecb-bafc-ce0fec5c74d9.pdf


PROJECT UPDATES

This $2.3 million-dollar project consisted of the substan al rehabilita on and conversion of
a vacant 17,000 square foot 2-story masonry building into eight (8) affordable rental
housing units. Supported by the NYS Housing Trust Fund, the project received $1.2 million-
dollars in HOME funding through the City/BURA. 
 
Located in the heart of the Delavan-Grider neighborhood and adjacent to the Northland
Workforce Corridor, Mt. Olive Development Corpora on sought to create affordable
housing opportunities through the adaptive reuse of a structure that had been underutilized
for many years. The unit mix will include two (2) bedroom units and six (6) one-bedroom
units. Two will be fully accessible and one unit made available for sensory impaired tenants.
All units will be available to residents who have incomes at or below 60% of Area Median
Income. All units include a washer and dryer. 
 
Mt. Olive Development Corpora on is a 501c3 faith-based non-profit operated under the
leadership of Mr. Robert Mootry and Reverend Dr. William Gillison. 



A GLIMPSE OF BURA HISTORY
Riverside Apartments - DePaul Properties

Located in the heart of Buffalo's Black Rock Neighborhood sits the beautiful Riverside
Apartments. This project, headed by DePaul Properties, consisted of the adaptive reuse of
the former School 60 on Ontario Street that today features sixty-eight (68) affordable rental
units for low-income individuals. Forty-five (45) of those units have been designated as
supportive housing for the New York State Office of Mental Health (OMH) recipients. All 68
units are HOME assisted with BURA allocating $1.5 million to the $20 million project
(completed in 2014).

"The important Black Rock community in Buffalo has an impressive, dedicated community
that loves their neighborhood and is proud of its history. I was very impressed when I first
met community members and stakeholders and saw firsthand their commitment to
preserve and grow their neighborhood. When School #60 was a massive, empty, and sadly
blighted building embedded in the neighborhood working to hold on to their character and
history, it placed a great burden on the community as it was a magnet for trouble and
danger. Repurposing the former School #60- not only literally put the lights back on- but
added 71 stable households and developed community partnerships with neighbors,
businesses, and stakeholders. DePaul is proud to be a Black Rock neighbor and friend to this
important part of the City of Buffalo."

-Gillian Conde, Vice-President of DePaul Properties
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